Conveyor Belt Safety
Flight Cleaning

The purpose of this document is to draw attention to safety when it comes
to the cleaning and maintenance of the belt conveyor system. From time to
time, cleaning is needed to keep up the appearance of our belt conveyor
system so it looks fresh and new.



Focus is typically on cleaning the flights, or the yellow pushers, when they
start to look stained or develop a dirt layer. We want to accomplish this
cleaning in a safe manner for all team members. When cleaning or
working on any part of the conveyor belt, the conveyor system must be
OFF. When cleaning flights or individual cleats, a brush with a long handle
should be used. This will eliminate the need for team members to get on
their hands and knees. A cleaning solution that is safe for the belt surface
should be used. Team members need to wear the required PPE per the
cleaning solution.

Once a section of flights is cleaned, the section needs to be thoroughly
rinsed. The team member then moves on to the next section. Depending
on the length of the belt, there could be 20+ flights on the top deck. Once
all the flights on the top deck have been cleaned and rinsed, remove all
cleaning equipment from the belt. Verify all team members are clear and
start the car wash to advance the belt until a new length of dirty flights is on
the top deck. Shut off the car wash and continue cleaning the flights.
Repeat this procedure until all flights have been cleaned and rinsed.



At no time should a team member clean flights with the belt in motion. The
danger areas are the entrance and exit transitions. Both have metal guides
to allow just enough space for the flight to transition downward at the exit
end or transition upwards at the entrance end. In either case, any foot or
hand in these areas while the belt is in motion is dangerous and can cause
severe injury.

Another good practice is to alert team members that you are in the tunnel
cleaning flights. An unaware team member may start the wash not
knowing belt cleaning is being completed. Be sure to let others know you
are in the tunnel! Keep safety in mind when completing this and other
tasks. We want to be sure that all team members can keep their sites
looking good and do so in a safe manner.




